
We are not what we know but 
       what we are willing to learn.

                    ~ Mary Catherine Bateson

Chutzpah

I was blatantly revealing my ignorance! And, not to

just anybody but the president of a college! And, not just

any college!  It was a college where I was interviewing

for a faculty position.  I had just been through a formal

series of interviews with various people on the search

committee.  My last interview was with the president.

Compared to my short statue, she was a tall,

impeccably dressed woman who filled the room with her

presence, competency, confidence.  Nonetheless, I felt at

ease with her immediately.  She had asked me to relate

some past experiences that revealed what kind of person

I was.  I don’t remember the personal anecdote I choose

to tell but it included a word I told her I had heard but

wouldn’t recognize in print.  “It sounds like ‘hutz·pah,’ I

said, “but I can’t find it under ‘H’ in the dictionary.” With

characteristic chutzpah (shameless audacity), I asked her if she

knew how it was spelled.

She went straight for her dictionary and found it

immediately. “Chutzpah”, a Yiddish word, safely tucked

away with all the “C” words, a place I would never have

thought to look.  The president smiled.  She said that the

quality of revealing what you don’t know shamelessly in

order to learn was a trait of successful people.

Better to ask a question than to

remain ignorant.      ~Old Proverb

LEADERS and
REVOLUTIONARIES
Eleanor Roosevelt

. . .shattered the
ceremonial mold in

which the role of the First Lady had
traditionally been fashioned, and reshaped it
around her own skills and her deep
commitment to social reform. She gave a voice
to people who did not have access to power.
She was the first woman to speak in front of a
national convention, to write a syndicated
column, to earn money as a lecturer, to be a
radio commentator and to hold regular press
conferences.       ~Time Magazine

Be Smart and Have Fun!  Maurine McCormick Harrison, ©© 2006

I didn’t get the job and would have been

surprised if I had.  One of my closest friends got the job. 

She had “paid her dues” teaching adjunct for peanuts at

this college for much longer than I had.  I  still went

through the interview process for a learning experience

which served me well when I did get a full-time college

position at another college.


